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and I'm hoping to be among those ones one day, so I can keep doing what I do. David: That is so cool. I loved what you said about keeping your students and your readers in mind, and I do that as well. I'm glad you feel the way you do. When you did the research for Cataclysm, were you afraid

that it might be so much about Star Trek? CJ: Well, I was writing the book before I started reading the books. And then I finished the book and was like, "I have to see some of this." I hadn't been reading any Star Trek for a long time. I loved the show, and I was particularly fond of The Next
Generation. But I had no idea that there were so many books that could fit into this universe. There's so much depth to it. And it's not just about Star Trek, either. There are bits of Babylon 5 and Deep Space Nine in there, and things that I'd never even heard of before. David: Absolutely. So you

came with no preconceived notions. So you're not expecting us to be disappointed if you tell us what the book is about? CJ: That's the point. I said to myself, "I'll start at the beginning, but I want to know the full context of the series. If I'm going to be confused, I want to be confused by the books
themselves." So I started with The Original Series. From there, I proceeded chronologically through the movies, then about halfway through the Trek novels I broke off and read the Torchwood books. Then I proceeded with the Mirror Universe. David: I had to start there, too. The first one I read

was A Stitch in Time. CJ: And I started with the Next Generation, with Generations. After that, I went through the rest. It really is a comprehensive understanding of the Star Trek universe. It was fun, because it was familiar, and it was new, too. There are things that I just learned, like Vulcan is a lot
like Earth. I never knew that. David: In
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