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S.E.2d 154 In the Matter of R.L.R., a minor under the age of eighteen (18) years. No.
26352. Supreme Court of South Carolina. Submitted May 3, 2006. Decided July 11,
2006. *35 Office of Appellate Defense, of Columbia, for the appellant. Attorney
General Henry D. McMaster, Chief Deputy Attorney General John W. Mcintosh,
Assistant Deputy Attorney General Salley W. Elliott, Office of Disciplinary Counsel, of
Columbia, for the respondent. PER CURIAM: In this lawyer disciplinary matter,
respondent, R.L.R., was charged with unethical conduct in violation of Rule 8.4(a),
RPC. (identical to Canon 4, DR 4-101B, of the Code of Professional Responsibility), in
her representation of E.C., a minor. The attorney disciplinary panel (the Panel)
recommended that respondent be suspended for nine months, one-third of the actual
time served. The Disciplinary Commission (Commission) recommended that
respondent be suspended for a period of twelve months, one-third of the actual time
served. After considering the record, the parties' briefs, and oral argument, the Court
concurs in the Panel's findings of fact and *36 conclusions of law, but finds a
suspension of nine months to be an excessive sanction. Therefore, we suspend
respondent from the practice of law in this state for nine months, but not until
respondent has served thirty days of her suspension. FACTS Respondent was
admitted to practice law in 1995. On September 30, 2000, the State filed an
indictment alleging that E.C. was a delinquent for committing the following acts: (1)
committing the offense of first-degree burglary while armed, (2) burglary of an
automobile, and (3) committing first-degree criminal sexual conduct. See S.C.Code
Ann. §§ 16-11-310 to 311 (1986) (repealed 2004). The crimes alleged to have been
committed by E.C. were committed in 2000, and E.C. was seventeen years old at the
time of the alleged offense. At the time of her
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