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private talks with workers, a crucial ally of the fast-food giant which will put pressure on the corporation to win major concessions at a
time when it says it is being attacked from every angle. With the strike over, McDonald's workers and their supporters are due to hold
a full-day rally and march outside its Smithfield meat plant in the West Midlands, with further protests set for later today. As the era
of picket lines and scuffles at fast-food outlets draws to a close, protests against the corporation are being targeted at major divisions
within the movement as the outcome of this year's strike becomes clear. Workers will be looking for a major concession on the 45p
hourly premium which fast-food suppliers are currently insisting cannot be cut. They will also be hoping for comprehensive
guarantees from McDonald's over the issue of job security, and demands that workers get the same kind of training as managers and
receive proper wages and working conditions. On top of this, the trade union Unite, which is backing the campaign, has been careful
to reinforce its message that gains won under the industrial action in the early 2000s, such as the exclusion of time-and-a-half from
overtime and 2.5p per hour raises, must be kept. Industrial action in the fast-food and service sector is again in the spotlight after a
further two closures of Burger King outlets in as many weeks. In London, Burger King has also announced it is to close its Manchester
shop in Rayner Street, and will instead have an outlet in nearby Gosforth. The British Hospitality Association and the Federation of
Small Businesses (FSB) have been among those criticising the industrial action, saying it is doing more to damage small businesses
than big chains such as McDonald's, KFC and Starbucks. While McDonald's saw its UK sales rise by a relatively low 6.4% for the year
to last October, official figures show its British sales are down 3.8% in the first three months of this year - less than the 4.9
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